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Q. What isthe Wildlife Habitat Incentives
Program (WHIP)?

A. WHIPisavoluntary program that
encourages cregtion of high quaity
wildlife habitats that support wildlife
populations of National, State, Tribd, and
locd sgnificance. Through WHIP, the
Natura Resources Conservation Service
(NRCYS) provides cost-share payments for
development and protection of upland,
wetland, riparian, and agquatic habitat
arees.

Q. Whereare WHIP applications
accepted?

A. WHIP applications are accepted at local
USDA Service Centers or conservation
digtrict offices. They dso may be accepted
by cooperating conservation partners
approved or designated by NRCS.

Q. What land is€dligiblefor WHIP?

Higble landsinclude privatdy owned
land; Federd land when the primary
benefit is on private or Tribd land; State
and loca government land on alimited
bass, and Triba land.

Q. | donot currently participatein Farm
Bill programs. Am | digibleto
participatein WHIP?

A. You arewelcometo participate in the
program. If you enrall land in the program,
you will need to meet certain conservation

compliance and wetland conservation
requirements. Y our loca NRCS office will
assg you with these program
requirements.

How longin duration are WHIP
agreements?

. WHIP provides cost-share payments to

landowners under agreements that are
usudly 5to 10 yearsin duration,
depending upon the practicesto be
ingtaled. There are shorter-term
agreementsto ingdl practicesthat are
needed to meet wildlife emergencies, as
approved by the NRCS State
conservationist. NRCS aso can enter into
15-year agreements with program
participants who wish to undertake habitat
development practices on essentid plant
and animd habitat. Up to 15 percent of
WHIP funds are available for 15-year
agreements.

. What isthe minimum acreage required

or the maximum acreage or payments
allowed?

. NRCS does not place limits on the number

of acresthat can be enrolled in the program
or the amount of payment made; however,
some States may choose to establish such
requirements. NRCS wel comes projects
that provide vauable wildlife habitat and
does not want to discourage any landowner
who desires to implement practices that

will improve habitat conditions for

declining species.
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Q. Who determines which applications are
funded

NRCS sdlects applications based on State
devel oped ranking processes that achieve
State specific wildlife gods and objectives.
Conservation didiricts convene loca work
groups to identify locd wildlife habitat
priorities. The loca work groups provide
input to the State Technicd Committee
that works with the State conservetionist to
develop a State WHIP plan. The ranking
process is derived from the priorities
identified in the State WHIP plan.

Arelandownersrequired to givethe
public accessto land developed or
protected under WHIP?

No. Landowners can prevent trespass and
control access by the genera public. The
landowner must alow NRCS access to the
areato monitor the effectiveness of the
practices during the agreement period.

considered prioritiesfor WHIP?

. Species that have benefited from WHIP
include the grasshopper sparrow, bobwhite
quall, swift fox, short-eared owl, Karner-
blue butterfly, gopher tortoise, Louisana
black bear, Eastern collared lizard,
Bachman’ s sparrow, ovenbird, and acorn
woodpecker.

WHIP Questions and Answers

What kinds of local wildlife habitatsare

For More Information

If you need more information about WHIP,
please contact your local USDA Service
Center, listed in the telephone book under U.S.
Department of Agriculture, or your locd
conservation digtrict. Information dso is
available on the World Wide Web at:
http:/Aww.nres.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/
2002/
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